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FIRST DETAILED IMBFRBfyTATTCM REP ORT O N TWO ENEMY WT CgS RATORS 



Name: CHRISTEN Josef 

Rank: Pte (Gefr) ' 

Unit: 2 COT 114 A.TK BN‘(HQ). 

F.P.No: 3391 9A. 

Id. No: St.Kp.Fla.Ers.Btl.if7 

Deserted: - 3/it ■ Dec 44, 5 An qy Front* 

Secret No: M44/1 973 

Interrogated :CSD3C (jfiain) CMF, 1 0 Deo 44. 



MIQNSKOWSKI Alexander. 

Pte (Gefr) 

2 COY 114 A.TK BN (HQ) . 

3391 9A 

St.Kp.Pz.Jg. Ausb..nit.43« 
3A Deo 44, 5 Army Front. 
MWt/1 974. 

CSDIC (Main) /CMF, 1 0 Dec 44. 






Subj ect of Report: RASTERSCHLUESSEL procedure: 

' KiUtEFNACHRIOHTENSCELUESSEL : 

Callsigns and frequencies allotment: 

Pers anilities. 

1 ., P RKAMBLE 

Both pW, in company with a third, deserted from their wireless van an 
the night 3/4- Dec. They are very keen to give information and to say all * 
they know, though they contradict each other on a number of points. CHRISTEN 
explains this by spying that MCNSKO/SKI was ill in Nov and had only just 
returned to his uhit before they deserted, henoe his knowledge is less 
ocmplete., 1 " 

CHRISTEN: 23 year old Alsation, o ailed up to the Gorman Amy in Jan 43* 

Very anti-German, and fairly intelligent, 'fishes to join the 
Frenoh Anqy. 

MIQNSKCWSKI: 22 ye^r old commercial omployeo x frcm DANZIG called up in 

Oot 42. Very anti-German ,and.also fairly intelligent. Wishes 
to join the Polish Amy. 

' Reliability of both P.f : Fair. 

2 * HISTORY j.ND MOVEMENTS 

1 

CH RISTEN : 

15 Jan 43 Called up to 47 Amy A*. Depot Bn at WUERZBURG. 

■Training as JT operator. 

Jul 43 Posted to newly formed Mtn A" Depot and Tng Ccy (mot) ct 
SQLB.J) H.1U1, TYROL. 

Jan 44 Posted to last unit, 114 ".Tk Bn, in CROATIA. Subsequently 

moved to ITALY with 114 Div. 

\ 

lUCNSKOrfSKI: 

16 Oct 42 Celled up to 43 A,Tk Tng Bn, ne'r KOTTBUS. Training as 

■fT operator, 

29 Mar 43 Posted to 1 14 ■** .Tfc Bn in CROATIA*. Subsequent movements as 
for CHRISTEN. 

3. SIGNALS EQUIPM E NT IN 11 4 -.TK BM . 

The Bn is equipped with 80 wr>tt and 35 <®tt transmitters and "b" 
receivers. Bn HQ and 1 and 3 C cys have 80 wtt transmitters, and 2 Ccy 
(assault Gun Ccy) has the 33 wrtt Italian sots, normally used in tanks, 
possibly known as R.F. CM. 3. 
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H^STBRSOHLUESSEL IKOCE DURET IN THE 3? 

. ~ ~ ~ "" i 

Underlays for each day cf the month have "been issued for the whole Bn since 
Aug 44. The blocks issued bear fi number, w'nxoh is not signalled. The Bn received 
a block of underlays for the month of Dec 44 bearing the number 5572C(pi/ CtffilSTZIT ) 

About mid-Nov 44 instructions were issued c> nchming lcoy-grqups for messages 
signalled in R.'^TERSCHLDESSEL . According to both Bf the key-group is referred to 
as the "basic-group" (OUIFIGRUPEE). 

1 Until mid-Nov 44 this group contained four letters, vhich indicated the 
"Start-point", i.c. a bigiora for the columr^ and a bigran for the line, enciphering 
starting from the next available ’./lute space. The "start-point" was calculated 
by adding the number of letters to the digits indicating the ilnutcs in the tinc- 
of-ongin group, as messages were often passed in two parts, and this give rise 
to mistakes because of nisinfcarp rotations of the a/m ins t inactions about adding 
number of letters to digits in the icims-of-ongin minute group, it \as decided to 
let operators and cipher clerks choose their own "start-point", and indicate it 
themselves by means of the "basic-group". This new consists tf sue letters : a 
bigrom for the column, a bigram for the line and a third bigram for the column in 
which is found the available space from which rea ding- of f (do wro/a rds) of on- 
c iphered text begin s. ' * “ 

The .enciphering proceeds as before, line after lino, iJID the reading off of 
enciphered text proceeds as before, i.e., first the text is read downwards from 
the column indicated by the third bigrom in the "basic- group", then the column 
which is next in ascending order is read off, and so on up to 25, and thence 
frora.1, etc. The enciphering -of ^ bigrams by means pf tho box on the reverse of the 
underlay has no t changed, , - 1 

- V. 

Messages now begin: t.o.o. break number of letters break six letter group 
break then five letter groups. 

I btML 3 TM4C3 Un Ci T M T SCT]LU3SSEL (Fiel d Code) 114 D iv 

Both B rf fctatited that this field Coe’s had been m uso m the' Gentian «n ny 
before, and that they had been taught to use it when training in Germany. However, 
in 1i4 Div its use^was for bidden , though they dad not know why, up to about md-lTov 
44. The field Code was" "then adopted by the Div; BJ understood that it was mainly 
used uy Artillery QPs. 

* 

The field Cede is a table of about 100 to 150 clear vords for i/hich three- 
iQtter code equivalents are given. Those change every two months. In addition 
*f!aily (or t’/o-daily) tables are issued every month giving a further code version 
for each code group, also in three letters. Thus, if "bridge" =■ XIZ on tho 
original table a different three- letter group will be signalled for XYZ on each 
day, or altomato day; say ABC' on 1 Deo, CIA on 2 Dec, <!itc. Pf7 could not give 
further details, except that names of persons n nd localities are NOT signalled m 
this Field Code, and that their Dn had ten "blank" groups allotted to it for 
names of officers or formations, or, possibly, places, etc. IV CHRISTEN main- 
tained that during Nov 44 code groups changed daily, and. that for Dec 44 they wore 
tc change overy two days. F*' KE(2irSK0WSKI stated that they v/erb to be changed daily. 

Traffic in this lield Code is passed in *f/T in morse _or RT, each letter being 
spelt phonetically (anton, berta, etc). Messages stark with tho -number of letters 
and continue with the three-lertor groups. No addresses or signatures are usod. 

The traffic is usually between "pack-sets". 

During Doc 44 the Field Code was to be the same for the whole Division. On 
1 Deo the original table was issued for Dec 44 and Jan 45 a but tne daily (or two- 
daily) code-tables were issued for Dec only*- 





*■ ' 






REF ID:A65378 



- 3 - 



top OBoraor 



CSPIc(ljftt n)A 20 



6 . " CALL-SIGNS ,JAD FREQUENC Y AILOTLIJI IT E * THE BN 



BA. CHRISTEN stated that since Dec 44 call-signs and frequencies change every 
three days at 0300 hrs (i.e. a call-sign r ‘nd frequency is valid for 72 hours). 

Before 1 Doc 44 call-signs changed daily at 0300 hourB and frequencies evdry thro e 
days at 0300 hours. The DiV Signals Officer issues them to the Signalmster 
(FUNKLEITER) at Bn HQ, who is supposed to bring then round to the ITCO i/c Xl/T 
< Station (FUI^TCPRIIEPniSIEER). However, in the A. Tk. Bn call-signs were of ton given 
to the W/T Station for twelve days (four lots) beoause the NCO responsible for 

bringing them forward was net keen to come under artillery fire; 

* 

BA CHRISTEN remembered the call-sign YWF and the frequency -1867 KCs being 
actually allotted to las Coy in the all-frequenoy net of which his own YA/T station 
i was part (i.e. the link between the Coys and the Bn was >on 1867 Kos for all four 
stations, YWF was the call-sign for the 35 watt (Italian) set which 2 Coy operatod). 

t 

BIT MdJSKGWSKE maintains that frequencies change every throe days and that 
call-signs change daily at 0300 hours, which Bff CIHPISTEN says was the case only 
before 1 Doc 44 (but see EEE.'i>i33LE). 

7. TRAINING OF xl /T OPERAT ORS 

1 

VH iUCIASKCftASKI claims to know of an "..nay Order" stating that 110 moro v j/T 
training is to bo given to new recruits bo cause of the length of time ontailod, 
and that units have orders to "spare their YA/T operators" wherever possible. Div 
courses aro held - lasting six weeks - 'for training W/T personnel from among tire 
Infantry, but in appears that results are poor. 



OC 114 i.. Tk. Bn 

OC 1 Coy 114 4. Tk. Bn 

X 2 Coy 114 i-. Tk. Bn. 

X 3 Cqy 114 a. Tk. Bn. Ill at beginning of J>oo, but duo 

back shortly. 

-cting X 3 Coy 114 A.Tk. Bn 
Sighalriaster (punkleitor) at Bn HQ. 

NCO i/c eqpt (Funkoeister) at JJ 11 IIQ. 

NCO i/c 2 Coy WT Btn. From VTilJNA. 



8. ISRSCMiJiITIES 

Capt WAL3KEN 
Lieut SCIELLACH 
Capt H.JFA 
Lieut SCHff/Jlza«JPF 

&/ht - ENGEL 
Sgt LOEITLER 
SGt RIEDELSaUCH 
Cpl KHAAST 

9. IDEHTIFICivTION 

Ln.RV.Abt. (not)s.b.V. 



In BA CHRISTEN’ s paybook there is an entry stating that on 5 Feb 44 he 
received pay from the above unit. HO did not know what the none stood for. ..11 
he knew was that at beg Feb 44 his T7T stn waj near SORLJTO, in the neighbourhood! 
of QRVIETO, and that they drew pay from this unit, .which was also statipned at 
SQRLiIAO. 



Ji.G.D. 



C 1 S 1 Di 1 • C. (i5ain ) , 
C.K.F. 1 
12 Deo 44. 



II. T . SHERGOLBjiJa Jor, 1.0. 

Amy Section, 
CSDIC(Main), CUF. 



